NEW SUBDIVISIONS WITHIN THE URBAN/RURAL DEMARCATION LINE
The first element in this section is an overview of the project design process, offered here as a guide to understanding the many separate aspects of site planning.
The advisory design guidelines parallel this process in organization. The guidelines are not regulatory but are included here to encourage well-thought-out designs. They suggest ways to improve the quality of residential development by considering the placement of buildings on a site and how this arrangement ties into the organization and linkages of buildings, streets, parking and open spaces. These guidelines favor no particular project design. The pattern selected, however, should be topographically and economically suited to its site. Coastal plains and valley floors lend themselves to different development patterns than slightly hilly areas or steep hillsides, in terms of building massing and visual features as well as the natural ecological functions of existing conditions.
Introduction

RESIDENTIAL GUIDELINES 41 THE PROJECT DESIGN PROCESS: AN OVERVIEW
Successful project designs are both internally cohesive and externally compatible with their surroundings. The following overview is offered with the hope that an understanding of the steps involved in the design process will improve the quality of design in the County. The three site designs shown opposite were derived from this process using the design guidelines for DR zoning. The plans show how subtle variations in lot layouts, landscaping, parking, circulation and building relationships can make sweeping changes in the look, feel and function of residential development. 
